
MINUTES IA 873 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MAY 17 2007 
  
In attendance: Melissa, Bernadette, Robert, Brad, Mila, Phil, Erin, Jq 
  
1. Opening and welcome 
  
2. Move to adopt today's agenda, agenda accepted 
  
3. Minutes of the May 5 meeting read, minutes accepted 
  
4. Business arising from the minutes: 
   a.Discussion of the previous minutes,  about departmental input. Many depts are 
becomming aware of the green initiative arising in 873. There was a problem with the 
"contact us" button through the green zone, but it's been fixed, so hopefully, people will 
get in touch with questions and ideas. Marina is looking after responses at the 
moment. 
  
   b. Transport dept. should spend some time looking into production rental of hybrids. 
Producers will soon start asking about this and companies such as Budget an 
Enterprise will be interested in supplying fleets of fuel efficient vehicles if they know 
there will be a demand. Question as to whether hybrids have higher emissions when 
idling. 
  
   c. Bernadette, Joanne and Jq will work on putting together the best practices list.  
There are many jurisdictions worldwide that have put together similar initiatives, but 
ours will include a resource list and web link list, to enhance the best practices list . We 
looked at the NZ guideline, and another report, The Greencodeproject, a start up from 
Quebec( thanks Bernadette). It appears they hope to be the" Environment Media 
Association"  of Canada. ( see EMA in Los Angeles) If you look up 'greening the film 
business'  on the internet, you'll seeBC, New Mexico and New York have already put 
guidelines together. We feel the need for "speed" in order to keep up with our 
competition. Melissa included info on those areas to Mimi and Bob and requested they 
approach Mayor Miller to initiate the green film round table. 
   
5. Reports 
   a. Robert introduced the set dec committee to the enviro committee at their meeting 
on May 16. The information was generally well received, people are aware that change 
is necessary. 
  
   b.Melissa reported on conversations withThe Hulk.We are still waiting for an 
opportunity to speak with them in person. It would be useful if they could keep records 
of the initiatives that they follow during the production to see how successful those 
things turned out to be in the end. We could provide them with a show and tell of 
products and services we have been developing so far. It may be useful for a small 
contingent to meet with all new productions to inform them of our initiatives 
  
   c. Mila reported on water. Nimbus Water provides a screen that attaches to their water 
dispenser, to keep germs away when filling up your water bottle. They have a larger 
variety of filters than Imperial, and generally seem more interested in finding ways to 
improve our options 
      +1 Water: we have connected them with Turtle Island to work together to reduce 
and recycle their cornplastic bottles. They donate 20% of profits to water projects 



around the globe. They are located in Quebec, and would ship in skidload quantity. 
We'll have to work out the best way to bring their shipments in, to take advantage of 
quantity price breaks. 55 million bottles go into landfill every day in the US, so these 
bottles will improve the situation, given that they are biodegradeable. They are still 
made out of GMO corn, but the company is moving toward using non GMO corn in the 
near future. 
  
   d. Erin repoted on seminars. Seminars would be a great way to inform a lot of people 
about new products, new methods and changing attitudes in our workplace and 
everyday lives. She has offered to organize a paint dept seminar in the near future, co-
ordinated with the office. Details will be available through the June newsletter. 
  
   e. Robert had information on products.  Www.greendirectory.ca lists services and 
natural products  in the GTA. He brought in samples from Ecomax, enviro cleaning 
products made in Ontario, and available from various places incl. Greenshift. It has low 
VOC's, exceeds greenseal standards and comes in larger quantities. Mila will get more 
info .Best of all its made in Oakville so it does not travel far! 
  
   f. Melissa gave a report on Domtar paper, and Staples Stables has 100% recycled 
paper from post consumer waste. Domtar has theEarthchoice line which are FSC 
certified and carry Rainforest Alliance logo's.They have a range of grade papers 
suitable for inkjet or laser printing. 20-30%  recycled and all grown sustainably 
  
   g. Mila reported on the database. With any suggestions, please include a quick 
description of the website info. 
  
   h. During the meeting, Erin and Jq met with members from the paint committee, at the 
office. There was excellent discussion about the good, the bad and the ugly of 
processes and products in the paint dept. Erin broached the subject of a seminar to 
them and all thought it was a great idea, and offered to help put it together. 
  
6. New Business 
   Proposal to bring in stainless water bottles in quantity to sell to people at the next 
general meeting. Melissa and Mila are More about all this at the next meeting. co-
ordinating between the office and  Lifewithoutplastics, located in Quebec. There was 
discussion about donating a small amount of sales to a nonprofit group. Bernadette 
offered to look into different nonprofit groups for consideration. Jq is looking into a water 
bottle holder to attach to your belt. 
 
Erin introduces the idea of launching a " campaign" in IA to introduce new practices and 
awareness. Great idea ! 
 
Could Transport have a "cooling" room somewhere in the studio building where they 
can hang waiting for calls (reather then idling w/ac on )  
  
Adjourn 
  
Next meeting will be THURSDAY MAY 31 @the office @ 6:30  
  
Thanks as always for thinking green!      MM & JQ 
 


